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THE Author flatters himſelf, that the ſuppreſſion of his name will 
not derogate from the credit of the facts ſtated; when he informs 
his readers, that he has had an opportunity of peruſing met, if 
- not all that has been publiſhed on the reſent buſineſs ; ae 
with ſome private correſpondence ;- and that he pledges himſelf © 
to ſupport them, if neceſſary, by extras from the following 
circulated papers, viz. 


. A Fair Statement of the Caſe, by the Stewards-and Leaders of the 
Briſto Society. Jay | 1 


2. Mr. Moore's Circular Letters. 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF : 
THE METHODIST SOCIETY, 
In LEEDS, and Eſewbere. 0. 


—<RXR>>_——— 
Dear Brethren and Friends 


1. is with ſome. difficulty that I can prevail uporr: 
- myſelf to publiſh this Addreſs, fearing to divert 
your attention, for a moment, from thofe nobler 
purſuits, in which many, very many of you are ſo 
happily and werthily. engaged. To get bleſſings. 
from above for your own ſouls, and others, ſeems” 
_ WH your deareſt concern; and ſorry ſhould I be to damp 
the fervency of your ſpirits, in ſo laudable, ſo inte- 

reſting, and ſo divine an occupation, Go on, go 

on with perſeverance in exhortation and prayer; 

and may your labours, thus united with your paſtors, 

be yet more abundantly bleſſed. ' he futility of 
contentions about od plans and new plans appears to 

5 vou, thus employed, in its proper colours :—Your 
beſt plan is very juſtly the Salvation of Sinners, at 

any vate, at any time, at any place, and in any man- 
ner : At leaſt ſuch it will be found in the day of the 
Eord, when each. © hail be rewarded according to 
« his labours.”” The Mosr Hr has declared, 
that he is Counſellor to himſelf; and the revival, 
A 2 which 


The late revival of religion amongſt you, is perhaps nearly un- 
precedented both in manner and extent. So new has been the maumer, 
that ſome of the oldeſt profeſſors were offended and ftood aloof, or 
vainly endeavoured to {mother the flame; while far the greater num- 
ber laboured to forward the work. Theſe meetings muſt appear the 
ſummit of confuſion, to thoſe who only ſurvey, and are not znterefted ; 
but a cloſer inſpection, and more mature conſideration, muſt difcover - 
2. power that is greater than man's... For inſtance—Who can reach the 


E 


which we witneſs, verifies this aſſertion; for he 
works by a plan almoſt totally new, and brings ſin- 
ners to himſelf by confounding the wife. 

However reluttant J may be, yet my duty com- 
peis me to vindicate ruth, by giving you a ſtate- 
ment of the. tranſaCtions at Briſtol, together with 
tome candid Remarks, which I may afterwards offer. 


The Room in Broadmead, and the Chapel in Gui- 
nea-Street, were made over to truſtees, without being. 
ſubjected, like moſt other preaching-houſes in the 
kingdom to the authority of Conference. This 
was a circumſtance that Mr, Weſley often lamented, 
and laboured to have remedied. during his life-time, 
but in vain. | 

Mr, Moore was appointed to the Briſtol Circuit, 
contrary to his withes, at the preſſing requeſt of moſt 
of that fociety, who were unwilling to be governed 
hy thee imperious truſtees : Metis. Benſon, 
Rodda and Vaſey were appointed to ſatisfy theſe 
iruſtees, whoſe elamorous interference had deſtroyed 
the tranquillity of the preachers during the whole 
Conference. 

Now a great majority of the Briſtol. Society wiſhed 
to receive the- Lord's Supper from the _— of 

| 15 their 


hearts of obdurate ſinners, and bring them to their knees to ſupplicate 
tor mercy Who can ſpeak. peace to ſuuls that are groaning to ex- 
pericnce a pardon ſealed from above ?—Aſſuredly no one but Gop. 
When many are in diſtreſs, mary are praying at once; and if tb be 
confuſion, it is honourable in its kind. What numbers of hardened: 
wretchez have ſtept in to ridicule and deride, and have fallen on their 
knees, to join the general cry of—Ged be merciful to me a Sinner! 

The extent of the revival is in like- manner aſtoniſhing; it has 
reached almoſt every town and village in the Weſt-Riding of York- 
thire, and bas every where been marked by the ſame. uncommon pro- 
ceedings. The Conference have recorded in their Minutes, that the 
number of members in the Leeds circuit, in July 1793, amounted to 
2120 ;—and in July, 1794, amounted to 3400 an amazing increaſe 
of 1200 ſouls :—and moſt other circuits have augmented in propor- 
tion, viz.— Wakefield increaſed 280—Huddersfield, 360—Birſtal, 
413—Dewſbury, 150—Bradford, 220— Halifax, 397—Xighley, 350 
—Otley, 510—York, 410, &c. &c. | 


E 
their own preachers, not at the chapels belonging 19 
theſe truſtees, but at Portland Chapel, which was 
totally unconnected with their's.— Mr. Moore 
was ordained | by Mr, Wefley to adminiſter 
the Sacrament, and permitted by Conference to aſſiſt 
in that ordinance at Portland Chapel, as Mr. Ma- 
ther owns in his Circular Letter: - Vet, in defiance 
of Conference, and in contempt of Mr. Welley's 
ordination, the truſtees of the Room and Guinea-- 
Street Chapels expelled Mr. Moore from their pul- 
pits by an Attorney's Letter] /—becauſe he had al- 
ſiſted Dr. Coke, the preceding Sunday, and at the 
Doctor's requeſt, in the adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ment at Portland Chapel, where theſe other truſtees 
had no bulineſs to interfere ! | 

Mr. Moore being a reſpe ted character for piety, - 
learning, and uſefulneſs, the greater part of the ſo- 
ciery elpouſed his cauſe; not only becauſe they 
thought him very ill treated, but they clearly ſaw 
that matters vere now coming to a eriſis — either 
they muſt renounce all connection with theſe over- 
bearing truſtees, or ſubject themſelves to their ty- 
ranny, and reſign up LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. - 
he appointments of Conference they would wil- 
lingly obey, but not bend to the caprice of truſ- 
tees, who had before given Mr. Weſley ſo much 
uneafineſs. However, no other alternative was left: 
1 hey accordingly reſolved to extricate themſelves 
from oppreſſion,” and withdrew from, their -chapels. - 
They obtained temporary accommodations for wor- 
ſhip, and ſet about building a new chapel in lieu of 


thole left, whick is now in great forwardneſs, and 


is, together with Portland Chapel, to be ſubjected - 
to Conference. | 3 

As Meſſtrs. Benſon, Rodda and Vaſey determined 

to ſupport theſe truſtees, in oppoſition to Mr. Moore, 

to a great majority * of the ſociety, and moſt of the 

| A 3 circuit 

- * The ſociety coniſtel of abo t 1000 members 8090 of whom 
un animouſly reſolve do ebide by Mr. Moo,e and the Conference, 


TAR? 

circuit—it was thought proper not to admit them 
into Portland-Chapel- Pulpit till the deciſion of a 
Diſtrict- meeting (which was immediately called) 
ſhould be known, and moſt other parts of the cir- 
cuit followed their example. The Diſtrict- meeting 
having fully inveſtigated the affair, approvetl of the 
conduct of Mr. Moore, and thoſe that ſupported 
him, in every tranſaction, 3 

The above- mentioned three preachers have been re- 
peatedly ſolicited to forſake the truſtees and unite 
with their brethren, which they hitherto have re- 
fuled. I ſhall here quote an extract of a letter from 
Mr. Moore, dated 


Briſtol, 5th November, 1794. 


My ſoul has longed for peace, (ven ts the riſk of 


grieving this moſt loving people. This day three 
weeks, I propoſed to Mr. Benjon, before ſeveral wit- 
nefſes, that he ſhould leave the ſervice of the truſtees, 
and come over io the ſociety; and declared, that in 
that caſe I would leave Briſtol. —-This he refuſed to 
do, —IVould it then be right to leave upwards of 
thirteen hundred fouls, among whom there is not a 
jarring ſlring, to pleaſe a few cpprefſive men and their 
' adherents *— ; let them think, or 105 of me, what 
they pieaſe, I can only reply with J. utner— Here I 
ſtand ;—I cannot do otherwiſe; - God help me. 
Amen, 

Thus matters ſtand at prefent; and thus they 
muſ? reſt till the next Conference, when the preachers 
will more fully take the matter into conſideration, 
You ſee the report of a dir1ion is a very great un- 
truth, and you cannot but condemn every thing 
tending thereto. You would do well to be cautious 
in believing the fooliſh and wicked reports that are 
buzzed into your ears, to the prejudice of your 
preachers. Neither Mr. Moore, nor any of the 
preachers that ſupport him, with to alter the plan of 
itinerancy, nor the Methodiſt diſcipline; to both of 
which they are ſincerely and cordially attached; nor 


yet 


— 


. 
yet do they ſeek the aggrandizement of themſelves, 
Indeed they cannot make any change, if they would, 
fo long as Conference exiſts. 

But methinks J hear ſome of you aſk—W hat is 
it, then, that theſe preachers do want ?—l anſwer— 
They wiſh to grant to the members of their ſocieties 
the privileges, which they (the members) believe 
would be moſt beneficial to their ſouls; and this 


ONE in particular,—to have the Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper adminiſtered to them by their own 
preachers. And why, my brethren, ſhould you 
with to deny them that ſacred privilege to com- 
memorate the moſt important event that ever hap- 
pened upon our globe; an event that extends its 
happy conſequences to the remotelt periods of eter- 
nity !—Why ſo cruel, as to debar them from theſe 
dear memorials of their dying Lord? — Or why fo 
wicked, as to cauſe them to live in the neglect of ſo 
plainly commanded a duty? | 

But ſome of you ſay—* They may go and receive 
« the Sacrament at Church.” TT rue : But they 
have the ſame objections againſt going to Church, 
as you have againſt communicating with Diſſenters 
or Roman - Catholics. I are at liberty to go 
where you pleaſe, and no one will find fault with 
you: —Why then will not 9% allow others the ſame 
liberty? Cannot you agree to difagreef —You are 
attached to the Church Well Go thither as often 
as you chuſe; nobody will blame you; and do to 
others, in return, as others do to you. 

But you add“ 'I his will make us Diſſenters.“ 
No more ſo than you were before the death of Mr, 
Weſley ; for this-he provided by ordaining many 
of the preachers, and made them promiſe, on their 
knees, in the name of the Sacred Trinity, “ faith- 
« fully to adminifler the bely Sacraments.”'-: How then 
can thev be clear of this oath, ſhould they deny 
the ordinances to thoſe that deſire them ?—1 leave 
you to judge, 

Perhaps 


f 
| 
| 
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Perhaps you reply“ But were it thus granted. 


ce to thoie that requeſt it, we fear it would ſpread.“ 
If God bleſſed it, ſurely it would ;—and if not, the 
contrary. | 


Agein you add—“ But the od plan®* has been 
« abundantly bleſſed.“ —Glory be given to Gop, 


and not to the plan. 


Some of you afſert—< That the Methodiſt- - 
preachers are liable to be too much exa/ted, if coun- 


tenanced ſo far as to receive the communion at their 


hands.” Undoubtedly they thank you for that ten- 


der concern. But yet many amongſt you entertain 


no ſuch ſuſpicions; and tl;eſe may be ſuppoled to 


realon with you in the following manner. Do you 
find the preachers exaited from the offices they now 


diſcharge? - Do you find the elders exalted, Who 


have adminiſtered the Sacrament for ſome years? 
E xaltation is pride, and pride indicates aſſuredly a 
deficiency. of grace. Grace, you know, has always 
a. tendency to humble, and therefore the way to be- 
come more humble, is to get a larger fupply of grace. 


Now the uniform 1 of thoſe places, at which 


the Sacrament is adminiſtered by their own be- 
loved preachers, is this, — I hat God owns them in 
| that 


* And what reaſon to ſuppoſe that the rew plan, as tis called, 


* 


would not be more abundantly bleſied : — If by the cd flan be meant, 


Communicating at Church, it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that this 
has not been #rijormly the caſe.— Thus, at the London Conference of 
1792, the number of members in the various ſocieries in England, 
Scotland and Ireland, amounted to 75,342, and at that Conjerence, 
the adminiſt ration of the Lord's Supper vas rot ilired, At the Leeds 


Conference of 1793, the members were fourd to have decreaſed to 


75.02.5; a circumſtance very uncommon amongſt the Methodiſts ; 
and then the Lord's Suffer was granted. At the late Briſtol Conte- 
rence, 1704, the number amounted to 84,368 !—An aftoniſhing increaſe 
of 8,343 fouls! And this ſhews, perhaps, in ſore degree, that the 
Lord has alſo bleſſed the new lan, if io you pleaſe to call it. Beſides, 
all human j lars are imperfect, and therefore-muſt be capable of im- 
provement; which, in moſt caſes, can only be known by the trial: 
Happy experience has ſatisfied many in this, circuit, of the propriety 
of enjoying the ſacred ordinances from the hands of their own preach- 
ers; and as the Parent of all Good has evidently manifeſted his appro- 
bation, tis of little coaſequence who may gainſay it. 


* " 
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that ordinance in ſo ſuperabundant a manner, that 
they cannot but regret the long time they have been 
deprived of it : — Thus, where the Spirit of the 
Lord is liberally beſtowed, its fruits n:uſt be found 
to be humility, and not exa/tation Hand hence may 
facts and experience teach you, that the adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments by your own preachers, far from 
nouriſhing up pride, muſt tend to deſtroy it. Beſides, 
whoever conſiders the labours and fatigues of a Me- 
thodiſt-preacher, and the very inſignificant recom- 
pence which he receives, (juſt enough to procure a 
bare ſubſiſtence!) muſt readily diſcover how little 
cauſe there can be for you to dread exaltation, Bad 
they not more love for the ſouls of mankind, and 
for yours in particular, than, 1 fear, ſome of you 
have for them; and did they not look forward 
ta a future reward, ſure I am, but few would com- 
mence or continue Preachers amongſt you. Were 
you more fully acquainted with the mixture of their 
cups, embittered as they are by ihe contempt of the 
world, the buffetings of Satan, the inclemency of 
ſeaſons, &c. &c, you would need nobody to inform 
you, that they have ſufficient to grapple with, with- 
out diſcouragements from you. Carefully weigh over 
theſe conſiderations, I pray you; and I cannot but 
perſuade myſelf, you will acknowledge your ob/1ga- 
tions to them for undertaking their office, and (ſee 
1 Theſſalonians, v. 12 and 13.) highly eſteem them 
in love for their work's ſake, They may ſay with 
the Apoſtle (2 Cor. xii. 14 and 15.) Ve ſeek not 


| your's, but you, And, perhaps to a few, with 


ſhame may be added—The more abundantly we love 
you, the leſs we are loved, 

But Mr. Weſley, you ſay, advis'd the Methodiſts 
not to ſeparate from the Church.—I anſwer: — 
The granting LIBERTY oF ConSCIENCE to the 
members in the Methodiſt Society, will prevent a 
ſeparation from the Church zow— (that is to ſay, 


a total one ;—and it is well known a partial one 


ſubſiſted 


9 
ſubſiſted for years, before Mr. Weſley's deceaſe) 
and what may be done when eu and J are com- 
mitted to the ſilent tonib—let us leave to God. 
You urge again: — Did not Mr. Wetley foretel, 
that thoſe who ſeparated from the Church would. 
become /ifeleſs and dull. hen do Methodiſts de- 
rive their /ife from the Church? If ſo- what need of 
Methodiſm at all? Why was not the Church ſuf- 
ficient without it ?=Methodiim ſeems to me to be 
like the fertile olive, which has interwoven its 
branches with a neighbouring oak; but how ſimple. 
to affirm, that the olive draws its oil from the ad- 
Joining tree, and not from tie fatneſs of the earth 
and: the dew of heaven: In like manner will Me- 
thodiſm be found to flouriſh, ſo long as this old: 
and beſt of plans is followed, viz. that of converted 
and piaus preachers, calling ſinners to repentance, 
and building up ſaints in the holineſs of fait. 
But let Mr. Weſley ſpeak for himſelf (ſee Armi-. 
nian Magazine for 1789, page 46.) | 
A kind of ſeparation from the Church has already 
taken place, and will inevitably ſpread, the“ by flaw 
degrees; thoſe miniflers, ſo called, who neither live nor 
preach the goſpel] dare not ſay are ſent of God; 
wWhereone of theſe is ſettled, many of the Methodiſis 
dare not attend his miniſtry ; F if there be no other 
Church in that neighbourhood, they go to Church no 
more.. This is the caſe in ſome places already, and 
will be the caſe in more; and no one can juſtly blame 
me for this, neither is it contrary te any of my pro- 
Feffions. ; JOHN WESLEY. 
Again hear him,—{(See Arminian Magazine, for 
L782, . page 270.) 
' Thhether it be lawſul to attend the miniſtration of 
one whem I know Gov has never ſent to miniſter, 
ſeeing he expreſsly diſclaims that Calkof Gob, which 
is at leaſt as neceſſary as the call of man, is really a 
queſtion which (as. 1. ſaid before) I cannot anſwer to 
my. 


1 
my own ſatisſaction: neither can I tell how far that 
command of our LORD, —“ Beware of falſe Fro- 
« phets,“ obliges me io refrain from hearing ſuch «s 
put darkneſs for light, and light for darineſs. 

[ am flill in doubt whether quietly attenaing while 
"they do this, be not, in fel, the bidding them Gods 
_ ſpeed—the Hrengthening their hands in evi-and en- 
..couraging others to hear them, till they fa. ints hell 
together. 
Theſe are not the only quotations that might be 
brought on this ſubject; they ſerve, however, to 
ſhe w, that Mr. Weſley was never [co b/ind/y attached 
to the Church, as to riſk the ſalvation of ſouls; and 
would at any time deviate from his general rule, if he 
ſaw the leaſt proſpect of doing more good. Thus, 
for ſome years, there has been ſervice in Church- 
hours in moſt of the large towns in England; partly 
from a wiſh to prevent his people from imbibing the 
erroneous tenets of ſome Diſſenters; and partly from 
the deſire to be inſtrumental in the converſion of 
ſome poor ſinners, that perhaps might ſtumble a- 
moneſt them, who ſeldom, or never, attended the 
Church. Happy motive! As the value of one ſoul 
exceeds ten thouſand worlds !* | 
No man can ſay more than Mr. Benſon (See his 
letters to Tatham and Ruſſel, or his Sermon laſt 
Leeds 
* Well would it be, if every Methodiſt in the kingdom poſſeſſed 
the laudable fervour of their primitive preachers; which, bleſſed be 
the Lord, does ſtill adorn many, very many among them. Would 
Jobn Nelſon have denied to fue brands from the burning, at any porti- 


cular place, from the meaneſt of motives—the gratification of SELF» 
and a party? — What time is there for indulging p*itiſhnets like this; 
when, dreadful to relate, people are every where around vs dying in 
their fins May we conſider more fully the waire of fouls; then 
. ſhall we ceaſe to be offended with ſuch inſignificant trilles, as the 
time, and the flace, of calling ſinners to repentance. Would to God 
that cvery tenth houſe in the kingdom was dedicated to his worſhip, 
and every heart his abiding habitation —— The Apoſtle tells t 
"Philippians, i. 15— 18. „Some preach Chriſt out of &wy a4 1. 
c and ſome out of good will -notwithſtanding, every way, Cbriſt ig 
„ preached— therein I rezoice, and therein I will rejoice.” 
What! and wilt thou rejoice, though it be ſtrangely intended to add 
 affliftion to thy bond: Paul, Paul, thou ſpeakeſt it to our ſhame. 


( 12 ) 

Leeds Conference) againſt (to uſe his own expreſſion) 
« Comm iſſioning the ſervants of the devil to overſee 
and feed the flock of Chriſt;“ and how aſtoniſhing 
that he ſhould, at another time, lead and exhort the 
Flock of Chriſt to feed, and receive the holy ſacra- 
ment from the hands of ſuch fhepherds !—It can 
only be accounted for by attaching fallibility to all 
human perfection; and verities the old adage, 
Humanum eſt errare,”---Error is common to 
all men. | 


But believe me, I urge not theſe things to cri- 
minate your conduct, who are attached to the 
Church; but to manifeſt the equity ofthe plea of your 
brethren. Hur conſciences (if you make it a point 
of conſcience to attend Church) are, and ought to be, 
held ſacred ; and the conſciences of your brethren 
ought equally to be reſpected. To bear and to forbear* 
is a leſſon which we all mu/# learn in order to be 
happy ; and, no doubt, but Providence has ordained 
this neceſſity for a trial of our virtue. 


Laſtly, dear Brethren, I would adviſe you, 
with all tenderneſs, to continue as you have done, 
not to meddle with politics. Your kingdom, 
like your Maſter's, is not of this world. We 
are haſtening to an eternity of happineſs or woe. A 
chriſtian cannot but yield obedience to the powers 
that are ordained---to Kings :nd to Magiſtrates, even 


as to the Lord. His duty, for conſcience fake, is 
«K 73 


* Epheſians, iv. 2. „ With all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with 


<<. Jong- ſuffering, forbearing, or tclerating one another in love.” 
Again, Coloſſians, iii. 13. „ Forbearing, or telerating one another, 
c and forgiving one another, &c. The Apoſtle well knew, that 
men would never al be of one mind in every reſpe& ; and therefore 
recommended this forbearance in love, as a certain preſervative againſt 
the ſtrifes and diviſions, which he fo loudly complained of in the 
Corinthian church. See 1 Cor. iii. 4—Befides, what a pity that the 
members of a religious fociety, ſhould be more intolerant in their prin- 
ciples, than the Legiſlators of a c4i/ community! What reaſon for 
tharkfulneſe, that the Laws of our Country allow LIBERTY or Cox- 


$CIENCE ! and what cauſe for regrc/, that this incomparable blefling 


ſheuld be unhappily eclipſed by the ilüberality of individuals! 


e 
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eto pray for all in authority,“ and to be gratefully 
thankful for bleſſings enjoyed; and, above all, for that 
molt ſacred of all others, LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE 
the boaſt and birthright of favaured.Britons ! 

Again,---As you hope to be benefited by the la- 
bours of your preachers, make remembrance of them 
alſo in your fecret ſupplications,---ſupport the feeble- 
neſs of their knees by the ſtrength of your prayers. 
Jo do good, and get good be the end of your ex- 
iſtence ; ſtrive to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. Cultivate charity for ALL, even 
your enemies; as an evidence that you are truly 
the ſons of the Mosr HiGH, «© who maketh his 
ſun to riſe en the evil and on the good, and Sendeth 
rain on the juft and on 10% unjuſt, 


Dear Brethren and Friends“! 


That you evermore may be preſerved under the 
wings of the Saviour; live. happy in this world in 
holineſs and love; and be hereafter admitted to 40 | 
eternity of bliſs, is the ſincere prayer 2 | 


Your affectionate Co- partner in 5 sen 


Hope of our Common Goſpel, 


| ONESIMUS: 
Lze8ps, Dec. ½, 1794. 
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My dear Brethren ! 
— I wrote the above, I had occafion to viſit 
N 


a neighbouring village, where there has lately 
been a conſiderable revival of religion; and where 
J have often enjoyed moſt heart- felt pleaſure, in be- 
holding their happy ſimplicity and godly ſincerity : 
But how was I grieved to find their attention now 
directed to meaner purpoſes ; and their happinels 
deſtroyed, by the ill-fated aſſiduities of a few violent 
ſpirits. Whoſoever they be, that have harrowed up 
your tranquility, will aſſuredly bear their condem- 
nation! | 

For your ſakes, I ſay, my dear Friends, I prolong 
my Addreſs, by making ſome Remarks upon the 
pamphlet in circulation, entitled, Conſideratious on a 
Separation of the Methodiſts from the eſtabliſped 
Church, I pledge myſelf to prove, that ſo far from 


containing * the whole goſpel,” as one of our good 


people affirms, that it is no more than a bundle of 
miſrepreſentations and calumnies. I will uſe all poſ- 
ſible candour, and you will hear me in love. 

„The poſition,” ſays Mr. Moore, in his reply 
to this pamphlet, “ upon which the whole book 
is founded, is this, That the Methodiſts have 
« ſeparated from the eſtabliſped Church, and have 
« formed themſelves into an independent church, 
„This poſition, with an ideal picture of its lamen- 
ce table conſequences, &c. &c. ſhines through thirty- 
« fix pages: — But that this poſition has no foun- 
dation in truth, is well known to all unprejudiced 
<< perſons in our ſocieties ; or who will enquire into 
the fact; therefore, the report of a ſeparation is 
< but the lie of the day.” 

Thus 


* 


„ 

Thus you have the baſis diſcovered upon which 
the edifice is raiſed; and 1 now haſten to a farther 
inveſtigation, 

Mr. Conſiderator's text ſeems to be, ) hn, fear 
thou the Lord, and the King ; and meddle not with 
them that are given to change, Prov. xxiv. 21; and 
hence condemns, and that juſtly, all awnneceſſary 
changes. Here I remark, that a total ſeparation from 
the Church is unnece//ary at preſent, and therefore 
I condemn it ; but a partial ſeparation is neceſ/ary, 
and therefore I commend it. Perhaps you ſay, 
Why is it neceſſary? 1 anſwer, Becauſe the people 
demand it; and with their withes, when poſſible, Mr. 
Weſley always complied. 

There are many circumſtances that render changes 
altogether laudable, tho' hooted by the clamors of 
ignorance, and the roarings of bigotry. As the 
mind continues its progreſs in knowledge and un- 
provement, it mut be continually ſubjected to 
change. Saul's converſion was a change, and ho- 
nourable too. I myſelf have experienced various 
changes; for when I was a chiid I ſpake as a child. 
A long time I deteſted the doctrine of Chriſtian per- 
fection; ſo much fo, that I hated Mr. Pawſon for its 
ſake :—[ have heard him preach half of his ſermon 
at the Meeting Houſe, and when he proceeded to an 
exhortation to perfection, I have ſeized my hat, and 
retired in diſguſt. It has now pleaſed the Saviour to 
inſtruct me better; I call this a change. Away, 
then, with ſuch idle nonſenſe about change and inno- 


vation*, Beſides, what is it at preſent that they 


B 2 deſire 


* Not all the members in the Me:hodiſt connexion, I ſuppoſe, if 
put together, and Mr. Weſley added to them, have publiſhed more 
acrimony againſt the Church than Mr. Benſon himſelf ;—yet, as Mr. 
Crowther remarks, „ he has fought them, till they have converted 
him.” — Who does not remember Mr. Mather's violent oppoſition to 
the Truſtees at Dewſbury, &c. &c.? (See his pamphlet on that occa- 
ſion.) But, however hard he conteſted, he has the inconſiſtency tv 
ſay now, in his circular letter, «© Our intereſts, and thoſe of the Truſ- 
tees, alzvays appeared to me to be one. What changes are theſe 


—— 
— 2 — 
r I rr 
— - - = 
—_— N — * " 


m_ 
i a. - — — - 
J—_—— — ——— — — — 


3 ͤͤ ) 


| 


- 
' 
: 
: 
#9 
3; 
q : 
: 
0 


_ ER p ĩ —˙— — 


(-39--3 

deſire to change? ltinerancy ? No.—Claſs-meet- 
ings? No.— Band-meetings? No.— | ellowſhip- 
meetings? NO — Prayer-meetings? No.— Love- 
feaſts? No.—W hat then? Nothing more, than to 
permit thoſe of the Methodiſt Society, who with for 
It, LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE, Is this news? No; 
I will prove it immedaately, 

He aſſerts, „ Ihe Methodiſts, from their firſt 
« commencement, have maintained communion 
« with the Church, /r:c/y and conjcrentiouſty,”” He 
did weil to ſay he was no Methodiſt, or he would 
certainly have known better. Hear Mr. Moore :--- 
Ihe ſociety in London, have had, as a body, no 
« more connection with the Church of England for 
« forty years paſt, in the ſenſe for which this writer 
“ contends, than with any other body of people. 
«© Yet there is properly no ſeparation from the 
„ Church, as every one is at liberty to attend his 
« pariſh church. I he church ſervice is read every 
“ Lord's-day in fix chapels in the city, without any 
« regard to any other body of people. The Lord's 
« ſupper is alſo adminiſtered in them all, and in the 
« chapels in the ſuburbs and circuit. In the two 
principal chapels, clergymen generally officiate, 
and in the others, the preachers, both itinerant 
« and local.” 

In the year 1784. Mr. Weſley, at the requeſt of 
eleven thouſand people in America, and all the 
preachers, travelling and local, ordained Dr. Coke, 
a ſuperintendant, and Meſſ. Whatcoat and V afey, 
elders, ſor the purpoſe of letting them have the ordi- 
nances adminiſtered amongſt them. Mr. Wefley 
publiſhedhis reaſons for ſo doing, in the year 1785, 
firſt in the Minutes of the Conference, then in the 
Arminian Magazine for that year (page 602). In the 
. ſame year, 1785, Mr. Weſley, at the requeſt of the 
good people of Scotland, and with the approbation 
of Meff. Hopper, Mather, and Thompſon, and the 
reſt of the ſenior brethren, ordained Meſſ. Hanby, 
Pawſon, 


3 
Pawſon, and Joſeph Taylor, for the purpoſe of ad- 


miniſtring the ordinances in Scotland. Mr. Weſley 
pub:iſhed his reaſons for doing this in the Minutes of 
the Conference for the year 1786, and alſo in the 
Arminian Magazine for that year (page 675). 

In the ſame year, 1786, Mr. Weſley, with the con- 

ſent of his brother Charles, and all the Conference, 
liſtened to the petitions of many ſocieties in England, 
and granted them preaching in church-hours, name- 
ly, half after ten, half after two, and at fix o'clock in 
the evening ; his reaſons for this you have in the Ar- 
minian Magazine, (page 678) for the year 1786. 
I'hings continued going on in this way till the year 
1789, when he ordained a certain number of men for 
the purpoſe of adminiſtering the Lord's ſupper to his 
ſocietics in England, as appeirs by his Life (written 
by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, page 590). Alſo in 
the year 1790, and but a little time before his death, 
he ordained one more for England, (Mr. Weſley's 
i.ife, page 501.) In the year 1791, after Mr. Weſ- 
ley's death, the Conference met in Mancheſter, and 
agreed to follow © the plan ſtrictly which Mr. Welt. 
ley left them at his death,” that is, to make no act 
of uniformity reſpecting the hours of worſhip, but 
to follow the openings of Providence and the good of 
the people. 

In the year 1793, there were ſo many petitions for 
the Lord's ſupper, that the Conference agreediit ſhould 
be in every ſociety where the people were unanimous; 
a letter on the occaſion was addreſſed to all the ſocieties, 
publiſhed in the Leeds Mercury, alſo in the Minutes 
of the Conference, and in the Arminian Magazine, 
for the year 1794, (page 494). _ 

At the Briſtol Conference in the preſent year, 1794, 
the ſacrament was granted to nminety-five places in 
England, and ix other places left to the direction of 
the Aſſiſtant; all theſe places are particularly men- 
tioned in the Minutes of the Conference, together 
with an Addreſs to all the ſocieties in England, ig 

94 which. 


So oy 
which are theſe words, „ The preachers will not 
perform the office of baptiſm, except for the deſira- 
ce ble ends of love and concord; though baptiſm, as 
& well as the burialof the dead, was performed by many 
« of the preachers, long before the death of Mr. 
& Weſley, and with his conſent.” 

From theſe matters of fact, the following inferences 

muſt ſtrike every attentive reader, in direct oppoſi- 

tion to what this gentleman ſo roundly aſſerts: 
Firſt, The Methodii:s never were uniform in their 
hours of worſhip, but always varied to ſuit the con- 
veniences and good of the people. 

Secondly, All the Methodiſts never did go to the 
eſtabliſhed church to receive the Lord's fupper ; 
there have been exempt caſes from the beginning. 

Thirdly, It is impoſſible to bring all the Methodiſts 
to anexact uniformity in their hours of worſhip, or to 
the eſtabliſhed Church, in order to receive the Lord's 
ſupper ; and theſe, ſurely, are ſufficient to prove my 
aſſertion. | 

'T he next quotation I ſhall make, is, The eſtab- 
ce liſhed Church now comparatively careſſes you--- 
« invites you to its ſacraments, and is ready almoſt 
« to told you in its boſom.”'”—OUn this I ſhall make 
no comment. The conduct of ſome of the clerg 
toward you, during the late revival, is quite fut- 
ficient. | 

Mr. Conſiderator adds, © Hitherto your preach- 
« ing has been attended by perſons of all perſua ons, 
« becauſe you were the fiiends of 40%, and the anta- 
ce goniſts of none you renounced every thought of 
« making preſe/ztes, and fought only to make c<r:/- 
« t#ans.**— Vir. Moore anſwers, © And we are Ul 
« what this writer ſays we once were—the friends of 
cc all/—the antagoniſts of n:ne” I may add: Mr, 
Bradburn declares, in his circular letter, / do not 
* wiſh the Lord's ſupper ever io be a term of commus= 
Kenn with us, I wiſh ail to go to Church who are 
« fo minded.” By lo doing, Methodiſm will conti- 

F nue 
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nue to reſt on the ſame broad baſis—to admit any 


into the ſociety, as their rules expreſs, who deſire 


to flee from the wrath to come. If he be a Diſſenter, 
let him communicate with Diſſenters—if he be a 


Churchman, let him receive the ſacrament, if he 


pleaſes, at the Church; and at the fame time grant 
liberty for thoſe Methodiſts that chuſe, to have the 
ordinances adminiſtered by their own preachers, — 
This is the ſum and ſubſtance of the matter that 
cauſes the contention. 

The next thing | ſhall obſerve is this: © Will not 
ce thechiidren of Methodiſts then grow up Methodiits, 
« 45sthechildren of reſbyterians now grow up F reſby- 


c teriatis?' Again, „ Will not thote who are 


« baptiſed amongſt the Methodiſts, be fairly eſteemed 
component parts of the body?“ In anſwer to 
this, Mr. Moore replies, It is commonly allowed, 
ce that the members of the Methodiſt ſociety in Lon- 
« don are in general the moſt deeply experienced 
chriſtians; and though all ordinances have been 
adminiſtered in their own chapels for upwards of 
forty years, yet the children of the members of 
the London ſociety, grow up M- thodiſts no more 
« than thoſe in Londonderry, When they deſire to flee 
« from the wrat" to come, and evidence this deſire 
« by a real change of life, they are received into the 
« ſociety, and not before. - | hus this objection 
falls to the ground. 

Again he rejoins, © But you are thoroug/ly con- 
« vinced, it ſeems, that a hi miniſters and mem— 
« bers excepted, the Church of England, to which you 


ba ve been united has (fl the fe and power of re- 


ligion, and therefore, you have thought it your duty 
to form yourſelves into an independent feft.”” A 
“ ſweeping cenſure' this indeed! Mr. Moore 
affirms, that © theſe words are quoted from an Ame- 
&« rican Conference at Baltimore in 784. that they 
% concern America o, and never have been, nor 
cc ever were propoſed to be adopicd in theſe king- 


„ doms. 
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* doms. Theſe words are given with quotations as 
c if they were ours, though the Conference in Eng- 
land declared, two years after, © that what they do 
« in America, or what their Minutes ſay on this ſub- 


jet, is nothing to us,” What can be ſaid to 


© this compound of art and ander; but, God be 
« merci/ul to the Fabricator !”* 

Trejoice with you, that there are miniſters of the 
eſtabliſhed Church in the pariſh of Leeds, whoſe 
doctrines, lives and converſations, adorn the goſpel : 
I join you in wiſhing them abundant ſucceſs ; 
and all poſſible bleſſedneſs in their various labours: 
— may their namber be ſpeedily increaſed ! — 
Moreover, we cannot but be thankful that there are 
Diſſenting miniſters among us of the ſame pleaſing 
deſcription ; and we fincerely pray for the univerſal 
proſperity of the Church of Chriſt. t muſt allo be 
owned, that your partaking (as many as chuſe] of 
the bleſſed ſacrament from the hands of your own 
preachers, cannot prevent the further uſefulneſs of 
theſe labourers in the vineyard of their Lord. 

Nothing material now occurs till he comes to the 
fares of the ficld And here I muſt beg your indu]- 
gence :— In proportion as the conſtruttion, which he 
puts upon this paſſage, is dangerous,* it demands 
more particular care to refute it. the tares of 
ce the field,” ſays he, “ cannot mean the chiidren of 
« the Vicked One in the world at /arge; becaule they 
« were there before the goſpel. feed was ſown, 
© and they could not have cauſed any wonder to 


© the ſervants. Of courſe they muſt denote the 
| children 


* How often did Mr. Weſley declare, that the Methodiſt diſcipline, 
but eſpecially claſs-meetings, were the very finews of Methodiſm. If 
ever the Methodiit body ſhould become deſtitute of ſpirit al ftrength, 
it maſt, firſt, like Sampſon, be deprived of its hair—v1z. its diſciphne, 
clais, band, and prayer meetings, itinerancy and love feaſts. 
Thoſe are the pillars of thit good Old Plan, which God. has bleſſed fo 
abundantly : And what connection have theſe means of grace with 
the Church? I dvellrather long upon the parible of the tares ; be- 
cauſe the conſtruction, which this Writer puts upon it, is an ill-fated 
blow at the very roots of Mothodiim. 
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children of the Wicked One within the viſible 
church; for of theſe alone it could be ſaid, that 
when the blade was ſprung up, then appeared the 
tares. Nor let it be ſaid, that the tares here mean 
thoſe only, who have the form of religion, but are 
deſtitute of its power. Our Lord's words will 
admit of no ſuch limitation: He ſays expreſly, 
he tares are the children of the Vicked Cne;“ 
that is, ſinners generally, irreligious and profane 
perſons of every character and ſpecies, and pro- 
nounces the irreverſible decree of Providence, 
Let both grow together, &c.— hat is, Let the 
children of the Kingdom and the children of the 
Wicked One, continue mingled in the viſible church, 
until the end of the world.” 

Mr. Moore replies « To the forced unſcrip- 
tural comment, which this gentleman gives us 
upon the parable of the tares and the wheat, I 
ſhall oppoſe that of Mr Weſley, Matt. 13. 24- 
After informing us that the original expreſſion 
(Siga) properly means Darne/, which is very 
like wheat, whereas fares bear no refemblance 
thereto ;”*---he fays © Darne/ in the Church is. 
properly outſide Chriſtians, ſuch as have the form 
of 2 without the power. Open ſinners, 
ſuch as have neither the form nor the power, are 
not ſo properly darnel, as thiſtles and brambles. 
Theſe ought to be rooted up without delay, and not 
ſuſfered to remain in the Chriſtian Community. 
W hereas, ſhould fallible men attempt to gather up 
the darnel, they would often root up the wheat 
with them. (See Mr. Weſley's comments on the 
New Teſtament )''*—I will add to this Monfieur 


Diodati's obſervations on the 29th verſe (Cela ne 
doit etre entendu de chaque particulier méchant, car, 
pluſieurs mechans peuvent & doivent etre retranchess) 
— That is, This ought not to be underſtood, to mean 
the wicked of every deſcription, for many of them 


may, 
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may, and ought to be cut off, z. e. from Church 
tellowſhip, &c.* 
In addition to the above comments, I ſhall quote 
a tew ſcriptures ; which, you will do well to exa- 
mine at large in your bibies, and obſerve careful] 


their meaning. Matt. xvii. 17. And if he will not 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man 
and a publican. Pſalm ci. 7. He that worketh de- 
cett ſhall not dwell within my houſe.—1 Cor. v. 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13. If any man that ts called a brother (a 
member of your ſociety) be a fornicator, or cove- 
tous, an idolater, a railer, a drunkard, or an extor- 
tioner, go not with ſuch an one, no not to eat. There- 
fore pur AWAY from among yourſelves that wicked 
incefluous perſon, who I told you in the 2d verſe 


ought 


* Though I fully approve of Mr. Weſley's and M. Diodati's com- 
ments, in the light which they view the parable of the tares; yet I 
muſt own, that neither they, nor any other commentator which I have 
yet met with, have explained it fully to my ſatisfaction. Our Con- 
fiderator juſtly remarks, that by the tares, could not be intended the 
wicked of this world ; becauſe great numbers of that deſcription had 
always exiſted, We find, they were only ſown after the wheat, and 
grew up together. They appear rather to me to be the Antichriſtian 
teachers, of which the Apoſtles ſo often complained. Some denied a 
future reſurrection; others, that Jeſus had come in the fleſh ; others 
his Divinity; and others wanted to blend the Jewiſh rites with Chriſ- 
tianity : all of whom, I am induced to ſuppoſe, were prefigured by the 
fares of the field. But among all the various ſects of this day, who 
is It that ſhould dare to root out the tares? In every Communion, we 
truſt, our Lord has ſome wheat; tho' we cannot own their doctrines 
conſonant to the Goſpel. Our Saviour foreſeeing that Antichriſts 
would ariſe, warned his ſervants by this parable, not to meditate their 
deſtruction; but to ſuffer them to abide in the field of the world, tho? 
not in Church fellowſhip. Thus explained, it muſt be found imme- 
diately to refer to thoſe blood-thirſty cruſaders, who thought to render 
God ſervice, by extirpating the Turkiſh tares from the Holy Land; 
and alſo to the promoters and executors of the horrid maſſacres of un- 
offending Proteſtants in France and Ireland, with many, too many 
other ſhocking inſtances of the ſame dark complexion, which hiſtory 
affords, Happy would it have been for mankind, had Chriftians 
learned from this parable the ſpirit of toleration, Wheſi John in- 
formed his Maſter, that they had ſeen one caſting out devils in his 
name, and they forbade him, becauſe he followed not with them ; 
the reply of our Lord amounted to a gentle reproof, ſaying, 4 Forbid 

them not,” &c, &c. Mark ix. 38, 39, 40. Luke ix. 49, 50- 


„ 
ouglit to be laten away. 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with un- 
righteouſneſs ® What communion hath light with 
darknejs? Chrift with Belial? a believer with an 
inſidel? The temple of God (which temple are ye) 
with idols ® I herefore cou our from amon 
them, and be ye SEPARATE from them, ſaith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive 
you. —2 T hell. iii. G. Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye wir R- 
DRAW yourſelves from every brother that walketh 
diſorderiy.— 1 I im. vi. 5. From ſuch WITHDRAW 
thyſelf. 2 Tim. iii. 5. From ſuch TURN AWAY.— 
Titus iii. 10. Aman that is an heretic, after the firſt 
and ſecond admonition, REJECT. 

All the above ſcriptures, together with the com- 
ments of Meſſrs. Weſley and Diodati, manifeſtly 
prove, that diſcipline in a church is indiſpenſibly re- 
quiſite, and point- blank contradict this writer's aſſer- 
tions, that irreligious and profane perſons, of every de- 
ſcription, ſhould continue mingled in the viſible 
Church! *Tisa bad omen, when that is the caſe. 

Mr. Conſiderator next proceeds to ſtrengthen his 
argument by our Saviour's meſſage to the Church of 
Sardis, Rev. iii. alledging that he did not command 
the few in Sardis to ſeparate from the reſt. ere 
we muſt obſerve, that he does not cenſure them 
as tares, but as drooping or withering wheat ;—he 
calls upon them to ſtrengthen the things that are 
ready to die, and waits, that his long-ſuffering and 
reproof may lead them to repentance. But the 
meſſage to Pergamos, in the foregoing chapter, 
breathes a different language“ I have a few things 
c apainſt thee, becauſe thou H there them that 
« hold the doctrine of Balaam, &c. and thou haſt 
« alſo them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolai- 
ce tanes, which thing (o wow)” not which doctrine, 
but which circumſtance of having them among you 
&« I hate.” To the Church of Fhyatira he ſpeaks to 
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the ſame purpoſe---< I have a few things againſt 
<« thee, becauſe thou e ret that woman Jezebel,” 
&c. &c. All which tend to ſhew---"T hat the ire 
ligious and profane were not permitted, in the firſt 
century, to abide in the church : And the Chriſtian 
Writers of the 2d and 3d centuries, uniformly teſtify 
the ſtrictneſs of their diſcipline :—tor the ſpace of 
two years they were commonly filed Catechumens, 
or lcarners on trial; then they were baptized, and 
only then admitted to the Communion. T hey con- 
ſtantly ſuſpended or expelled the various deſcriptions 
of offenders; and tho,*' in ſome caſes, they perhaps 
might carry matters too far, yet it evidently demon- 
ſtrates, that their early traditions enjoined much 
circumſpection. 

It is impoſlible to conſtrue the parables in the 
manner he has done, without ſqueezing out a mean- 
ing in direct oppoſition to many other plain texts of 
ſcripture. A Church of Chriſt, whether national or 
tolerated, ought to be purified by diſcipline, 

indeed this Writer is driven, by the force of fome 
ſcriptures, to undo all he had faid beiore on the ſub- 
jest, by his note No. 2, where he ſays, „I kind of 
eparation may be an indiſpenſible duty.“ This is all 
that has ever been, and is now contended for. 

& The Methodiſt preachers are nat to adminiſter 
the ſacraments, but -oniy to preaco.” Why then did 
Mr. Weſley ordain preachers for that purpoſe ? 

« They are to exhort all who have not been bred 
Diſjenters, to receive ſacrament at church,” What 
mult thoſe do, then, who have been bred up Diſ- 
ſenters ? 

Co then, thoſe who do not join with you in ALL the 
means of grace, love their brethren comparatively 
LITTLE, ana of courſe will be comparatively LITTLE 
eſteemed by their brethren,””—() man, where is thy 
charity? | 

Indeed, thoſe preachers, or people, that can 
« ſtig matixe their brethren, muſt be fo deficient 

in 
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in brotherly love, as ſcarce to be worth «© continuing 
dong: but i truſt there is, and ever will remain, 
ſo much of that charity which is kind, and think- 
eth no evil, as to exclude every luch unchriſtian 
ſuggeſtion. | 

Qur writer next comes to the “ truſtee-huſineſs,“ 
and I muſt follow him to notice that allo. Bur 
as Mir, Weſley has ſpoken for me, (See © 7he Casez 
of the BIRS FAL-HOUSE,” Arminian Magazine 
for 1788) 1 ſhall introduce his own words,—* I in- 
% {iſt upon this point, and let every thing elſe go: 
&« No Mcthodiſt truſtces, if 1 can help it, ſhall, after 
my death, any more than while 1 live, have the 
power of placing and arjplacing the preachers. 
« Becauſe, 
„ 1it, itinerant preaching is no more. When 
the truſtees, in any place, have found and fixt 
a preacher they like, the rotation of preachers is 
at an end: at leaſt till they are tired of their fa- 
vourite preacher, and ſo turn him our. 
« 2d, While he ſtays, is not the bridle in his 
cc mouth? How dares he ſpeak the full and the 
« whole truth, ſince, whenever he diſpleaſes the 
&« truſtees, he is liable to Joſe his bread? How 
« much lefs, will he dare to put a truitee, tho' 
ever ſo ungodly, out of the ſociety ?” &c. &c. 
Again, ſpeaking of the deed of the Birſtal preach- 
ing-houſe, which he had unwillingly figned at Daw- 
Green, giving the — the power + of placing 
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* When I mention Truſtees, I do not mean to convey any unfavoure 
able idea on the ble or chief part of that moſt reſpectable body of 
men; but only on a certain ſelect farty, whoſe united exertions ate 
evidently directed to bring into ſubjection booth preachers and peaple. 

Many of the truſteas ate eminent for piety, uſefulneſs and bet ality 
of ſentiment, and very juſtly eſteemed ornaments to the cone tin. 
they have freely riſced their propert yin ſupport of the cauſe, and have 
executed their truſt with fidelity and honor. 

+ Truſtees ought to eſteem themſelves Agents for the people, 21d 
not Princiſ alt. Mr. Weſley made collections for the London Preach 
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| 


and diſplacing the preachers, he fays, © Theſe | 


things were mentioned at the enſuing Conference: 


« and it was aſked, What can be done? The an— 


& {wer was, If the truſtees ſtill refuſe to ſettle it 
« on the Methodiſt plan: if they till infiſt, that 


they will have the right of plac! 85 and diſplacing 
« the preachers at their pleaſure ; then, 

% ririt, Let a plain ſtate of the caſe be drawn up, 

6 Second, Let a collection be made throughout 
« England, in order to purchaſe ground, and buiid 
another as near the preſent as may he.“ 

You will remember, my Brethren, I told you 
before, the Briſtol truſtees were poſſeſſed of this 


unlimited 


this time obliged to apply to the deciſion of Chancery to obtain their 
equitable rights, which the truſtees have wieked from them. 

'The two before-mentioned Prexching-hoytcs in Briſtol, called the 
R:2m in Broad-mead and the Cuirea-fereet Chapel, were committed to 
r-uſfecs, in truft for whom ? if not for the people. One of them was 
Mir. Weſley's own property, and the other was built by the ſubſcripti 123 
of the people. In both caſes, the truſtees have ſacrificed the wills of 
a great ma Jority of the ſocieties, to their own petulant humour. 

The truſtees in London and Briſtol hay e, for years, been oppoſing 
the preachers: — At the laſt Leeds Conference they applied to che 
Leeds truſtees, to engage them to interfere with the Conſereace; but 
they very juſtly conſidered, that this buſineſs was no part of their cruſt, 

Some take part with the truſtees, becauſe ſo able a perſon as Mr. 
B22fon has enliſted intotheir fervice ; ; not conſidering that there is as 
much reaſon to withſtand Mr. Benſon, in things Lat are wrong, as 
there could be in Paul's oppoſition to Veter. 

Had Mr. Eenſon attended to the withes of the very great majority or 
the ſociety at Briſtol, as was properly his buſineſs, there is every 
reaſon to believe, that the clamors of the truſtees would have been 
ſlenced at once. How different Lis conduct from Mr. Weſley's, on a 

 timilar occaſion, with the truſtees at Birſtal, Dewſbury, &c. 

The combination of truſtees in various parts of the kingdom, ought 
ſcriouſly to alarra both preachers and people, and put them on their 
guard ; and for theſe wery reaſons which Mr. W eſtey urges at length in 
the Cage of the BiasTAL-Hovss : Their intentions are evidently 
to make both preachers and people ſubmit to their caprice, and 
thereby overthrow the independence of Conference. Some of them 
have long withed for the 778 Fw of Archimedes, on which they 
might reſt their lever, to remove the Methodiſt Preaching - houles 
from their preſent foundations: and as Meſlrs, Benſon and Mather 
have now lent them their backs, they are determined at all events tv 
try the experiment. 


Ah, Corydon, Corydon, quæ te dementia cepit ? 


heſe 627) 
455 unlimited power, and they have exerted it by 4% | 
je it [Piectng Net, „ore, though againit the minds of a | 
har [Very great majority of the ſociety:— Who then can | 
ny e Mr. Moore, or the Dittrict Committee? They 
> [have but followed Mr: Weſley's directions. 
up, | But again it is urged, hat contulion this cauſes! 
out |=: anfwer to this, I ſay, hear Mr, Welley :— 
lid It is ſaid, you occation endleſs ſtrite, animoſity, 
© confuſion, and deſtroy the work cf God. —No; 
ou * not J. It is thele truſtees that occaſion all the 
nis „ ſtrife, animoiity and confuſion, by inſiſting upon a 
ted « right to Place and diſplace preachers. It is they | 
that hinder, yea, deſtroy the work of God. And 
heir I charge them with the blood of all thoſe ſouls that 
are deitroyed by this contention. It is they that 
7 do the wrong, that will place and diſplace the 
was | © preachers, who bawl and pour out bitter words. 
023 „ But let them take care; tor God heareth + And he 


; of ( itt iſe > . 3 . ; : q 
Will ariſe and maintain his own cauſe, 
ing « TOHN WESLEY... 
dh 140 — 9 
5 London, Fan, 12, 1788. 
aft, 
Ar. Thus much for "Truſtees, —I doubt not, as Mr. 


„Mather expreſſes, but that both preachers and pęo- 
1 ple © twill lock, before they leap :“ they muſt be con- 
of | vince} of the ablolute neceſſity ww guard the in- 
»y | deper dence of Conference; for, as Mr. Weſley 
obſerves, if Truſtees have the power of placing and 
diſplacing the preachers, itinerancy will be deſtroyed, . 
he and tlie very pillars of Methodiſm demoliſhed for 


= | ever. And from ſuch conſequences, may the God 
ly of heaven deliver us. 

1d The 26th, 27th, and 28th pages of the Con/ider- 

* ations, are really fo bloated by ſophiſtry, and elouded 
i by error, that I ſcarce know what part to lay hold of, 
er as moſt reprehenſible. 

A am aſſured (ſays he) that after all that has hap. 


<« pened, they {the | ruitees) would gladly guarantee 
6% to you the rights of the Conference, if you would 
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« guarantee to them, od unadulterated Mathodiſm. 


If by oid unadulterated Method iin, he, or they, 
mean repentance towards Gor, juſtification by faith, 
ſunctiſication through the Spirit—itinerancy, cla, 
band, and preyer-meectings, with lcve=fea/ts, &c. the 
anſwer is ready—thete have never yet been renounced, 
No;—he replies, we mean © receiving the facra- 
ment at Church,” This I have before fully proved, 
is not, nor ever was, the criterion of—a Methodiſt. 

Jurning away from the preachers, he thus ad- 
dreſſes the people.“ What, my friends, are the 
« preachers to you, if they no longer abide in the 
“ fame calling wherein they were called? What 
„even the Conference, if it a/ off its firſt faith.“ 

This curſed infinuation cometh 
and 1s artfully contrived to propagate a lie, and in- 
duce the people to believe, that Mr. Moore and his 
brethren have relinquiſhed, or are /:#ely to relinquiſh 
the truths of the goſpel ; becauſe they adminiſter the 
ſacraments to the people that aſk for it, and to whom 
Conference has granted it. 

I affirm, and let them deny it that can, Mr. 
Moare now abides in the calling, to which he was 
called of God. Whoſoever is called of God to 
preach the goſpel of peace; he, and he only, is 
Jcripturally called to adminiſter the ſacraments. Mr. 
Benſon has many, many times declared, that no un- 
converted perſon was ever yet called to preach, How 
then are they qualified to adminiſter the ſacraments, 
in preference to one whom God has aſſuredly called? 
It inſults common ſenſe, and Chriſtianity itſelf. 

* Hitherto (ſays he) the eſtabliſhed Church 


has been a fort of harbour to Methodiſm, where 


its little bark has rode ſecure from thoſe varying 


« winds of doctrine, by which Diſſenting ſects are 


are often, and fo miſerably agitated. "The liturgy, 


« the articles, and the homilies have been like ſo 


many immovable rocks, under whoſe ſhelter no 
“ blaft could affect you. But when you leave this 
harbour, 


from beneath, 


(29-4 
„ harbour, by what chart will you preferve y our- 
« feives from wandering, or to what ſtandard will 
6 you appeal ?” &c. &c. 

Unhappy Scotland! Thou affordeſt no harbours 
whcre thee methodiſtic barks can ride in ſafety !- 
No liturgy! Iothirty-nine articles! No hotilies! 
No immovable rocks! And thou untortunate 
America, in many parts even worſe than thy ill- 
fated ſiſter! Say, How is it that ye preſeive your 
Methodiſts from wandering? And to what fixed 
itandard can you make an appeal ? — But let us 
quit the flouriſh, and imply detcend to matter of tagt. 

The buſinels of the I ruſtees, beſides the ſecular 
concerns, as expreſſed in the title-decds of all the 
chapels under Conference, is this, 1 otake care 
„that the doctrines preached in their chapels, Le 
« conſonant to Ar. fig; s Notes on the New .- 
« tament, and his four volumes of Sermons.” 

Theſe are the ſtandards to which all muſt appeal; 
and not the articles, &c. of the eſtabliſned Church: 
hey are „charts“ "that 10 and m, if Truſtees do 
their duty, Infailibly prevent the Methodilts from 
& wandering,” aiid preſerve them pure and uaſul- 
lied in every part of the globe. 

When I firit took up Mr. Conſiderator's book, 
and found him avowing himſelf © nat a member of the 
Methodiſt ſociety, he appeared to me as a kind of 
meddler in other people's concerns, However, in 
the 34th and 35th pages, he has diſcovered his rea- 
ſons ſo far as to leave little doubt reſpecting his mo- 
tives; which ſeem to be merely of a political nature. 
—I can aſſure him, as an individual, and in the 
name of my brethren who plead for the liberty of 


the goſpel, that whatever he may be, we are not 


influenced in our conduct by any femporai conlider- 
ation. We give honour to the King, and yield 
obedience to the Magiſtrates, from a far more pow- 

C 2 erful, 


* In many of the American States there is no relig ie eſtabliſhment z 
but all ſets are on the ſame equal footing. 
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erful incentive, viz. from the conſciouſneſs of its. 
being a duty) enjoined to Chriſtians, by the Governor 
of the Univerſe. Had our author duly conſidered 
the tenets of Methodiſts, which have been ſo ten and 
Fully maniteſted to the world: or had he only peruſed 
the lately-publiſhed ſermons of Meſſrs. Moore and 
Bradbuin, on the ſubject, he might have ſpared 
himſelf the trouble of publiſhing his Hie?’ Conſi- 
derations. 

I now bid Mr. Conſiderator - farewel for the 
preſent. I would counſel him, as a friend, to be- 
come a member of the Methodiſt ſociety ; he may 
then adviſe with more confidence, and be better 
able to judge of the propriety of his arguments. 
When bleſſed experience ſhall have convinced him, 
as it has done me, of the invaluable advantages that 
diſtinguiſh their minittry; he will be qualified to 
ſay, if any “ Conſiderations,” though more plauſi- 
ble than his own, would divert him from that which 
makes MOST for his peace. | 


A printed Addrefs to the preachers in connection, 
ſrom Meff, Benſon and Co. dated Bri/tal, Nov. 
17904, has juſt fallen into my hands, which, no 
doubt, Mr. Pradburn will properly notice. One 
part ot it, however, I cannot paſs over in filence ;— 
It runs thus :;— 


« But,” ſays Mr. Bradburn, “ when people have 
tc received it (the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper) 
« from their own preachers, and have found the 
« difference as to {fe and comfort, I dare not 
« diſcourage them, leſt I ſhould fight againſt God in 
« ſo doing.“ Lo this we anſwer, | hat as to what 
« js termed % and comfort, it is of two kinds, real 
% and imaginary, And we much queſtion the 
« reality of that life and comfort, which is profeſſed 
« to be experienced under an ordinance, which at 

« the 


4 
<« the very time is brought forward as a bone of con- 
„ tention.““ 

I ſhall now offer a few animadverſions upon the 
quotation, | 

Firſt, It is very probable, that through the in- 
fluence. of Mr, Benſon, Ordination was firſt intro- 
duced into the connection. He earneſtly intreated 
Mr. Fletcher to write to Mr. Weſley to get him to 
ordain preachers, and introduce the ordinances, 
Mr. Fletcher did ſo; and ſoon after, Mr, Weſley 
ordained ſome of the preachers, and authorized them 
to baptize and adminiſter the Lord's ſupper. 

Second, If Mr. Weſley had a right to ordain 
miniſters. for the purpoſe of adminittration ; ſurely 
the members of the ſocieties have a right to receive 
it at their hands. 

Third, As theſe RIGHTS of the people, are una- 
lienably guaranteed to them by the laws, human and 
divine; judge ye, then, who are moſt to be blamed ; 
---the PEOPLF, who wiſh peaceably to enjoy theſe 
privileges?mOr MessRS. BENSON AND Co. who 
would deprive them of their rights, and compel them 
to relinquiſh them ? 

Fourth, Ihe happy partakers of the ſacred ordi- 
nance of the Lord's ſupper, from the hands of their 
own preachers, embrace it as a privilege of the goſ- 
pel extended to ALL the faithful followers of their 
dying Lord; whilſt others (not they) make it “ 4 
bone of conteniton,” by growling at their enjoyment. 

Fifth, Could Meſſrs. Benion and Co. dare to 
contradict the evidence of three of theſe communi- 
cants in any civil matter ?—How then have the pre- 
ſumption to diſcredit the teſtimonies of more than 
three hundred times that number ina ſpiritual concern, 
as clearly manifeſted as the light of the ſun? | 

Much has been faid by Meſirs. Benſon, Mather, 
and Co. reſpecting the “ call of the hundred.” As 
many of you, my dear friends, are perhaps ignorant 
ef its meaning, 1 will endgavour to explain it. : 


= ... > 
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before informed you, that almoſt all the preach- 
ing-houſes in the kingdom, are ſubjected 4% Confer- 
ence, or made over to Truſtees on the Conference- 
plan the ſignification of which is, that tlie 'I'ruſtecs 
are obliged to receive whatever preachers the Confer- 
ence (hall appoint z and that they have not the power 
of placing or diſplacing them at their pleaſure. Now 
it was abſolutely neceſtary to fix a legal meaning to 
the term Conference; otherwiſe, at Mr. Weſley's 
deceaſe, the Conference would have had no /egal 


exiitence :---And in order to prevent this, Mr. Weſ-⸗ 


ley, by a deed enrolled in Chancery, appointed one 
hundred of the preachers, to conſtitute a Conference 
in the eye of the Jaw, Upon the enrolment of this 
deed, many ot the other preachers became exceed- 
ingly dflatisfied to find themſelves excluded by the 
letter of it, ſrom all interference in Conference buſi- 

:e(s, and ſubjected to the wills of theſe hundred new 
matters :---And ſome complained of it to the Rev. 
Mr. Weſley, as appears from a letter to the Con- 
ference, dated Cheſter, April 7, 1785, printed in the 
Minutes of 1791. 


« 17; dear Brethren !' 
« Some of our travelling Preachers have expreſſed 


a fear, that after my deceaſe, you world exclude them 


either from preaching in connefion wilh jeu, or from 
leme other privileges which they now enjey. I know no 
way to prevent a ſuch inconvenience, than to leave 
theſe my laſt words with you. 

« [ beſeech you, by the mercies of God, that you 
never avail yourſeives of the deed of declaration to 
aſſume any ſuperiority over your brethren ; but let all 
things go on aomingſ/t theſe itinerants, who chuſe t9 
remain iegether, exatily in the ſame manner as when 
{ was with yau, jo far as circumſtances will permit, 

In particular, I beſeech you, if you ever loved 
me, and if we 20, love God and your brethren, 13 
have no reſpect of perſons, &c, &cs Cc. but ds all 

things 
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things with a ſingle eve, as I have dine from the be- 
girnnng. Os on thus, doing all things without pre- 


judrce and partiality, and God will be with you, even 


to the end. JOHN WESLEY.” 
immediately after this letter the following Reſo- 


lution is inſerted in the Mancheſter Minutes, July, 
1791. 

„% VN. B. The Conference (meaning the legal hun- 
dred) have unanimouſly reſolved, that all the Preach- 
ers, who are in ſull connection with them, ſhall enjoy 
every privilege that the members of the Conference 
enjoy, agreeably to the above-written letter of our 
venerable deceaſed Father in the Goſpel.” 

And at the laſt Briſtol Conference, (1794) it was 
again unanimouſly confirmed, that all the Preachers, 
in full connection, ſhould enjoy equal privileges with 
the legal members of Conference, except in the 
choice of a Preiident and Secretary. | 

Now Meſſrs. Benſon and Co.“ as if conſcious 
that their conduct would not bear inveſtigation, 
wanted to make an immediate appeal tothe hundred, 
hoping to have a majority of them in their favour : 
And if, as Mr. Mather ſays, the ſentiments of a 
majority of them be already obtained, they mu have 
been delivered in haſte. J cannot ſuppoſe, that the 
minds of a majority of the hundred are /o frozen by 
prejudice ; and their avenues of conviction / con- 
trated by bigotry, as Meſſrs. B. M. and Co. have 
preſumed to infinuate. Before the meeting of next 
Conference, a proper ſtatement of facts, and mature 
conſideration, will have rectified their judgements. 
T hey muſt plainly diſcover, that—their higheſt ho- 

nours 


* However ſtrongly I may reflect on Meſſrs. Benſon and Mather, 1 
would by no means be underſtood, as cenſuring their general charac- 
ters, but only their preſent unaccountable conduct. They have long 
honoured the goſpel by ſerwing the people; and may their ſuture pro- 
ceedings, be ſuch as will tend to increaſe their recompence of reward. 
Nor yet do I mean to fix any general blame on the before-mentioned 
Truſtees 3 many of whom I believe, to be irreproachable in their con- 
duct, fave ia the preſent unhappy combinadon. 
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nours as Chriſtians are brought to the ſtake the 
©221elt rights of the people about to be ſacriſiced — 
the bond of |iethodiſt connexion on the biink of 
deſtruction-— and the remembrance of themicives, 
juſt ready to be carved on the Pillars of Lime, as 
deteſted tor injuſtice, and deſpiſed tor illiberality. 

Pelides, as Mr. VWeſley's earneſt requeſt has been 
twice ſanctioned by Conterence--- with what pro- 
bity as Chriſtians, or what honour as men, can they 
dare to exclude their two hundred bretlucn, from 
their equitable votes in buſineſs like the prefent ; where 
every individual in connection is equally concerned ? 
---Mr. J. Crowthear* thus expreſſes it: /f 79:5 
minority mu? govern the majority, there wil te 
a hundred maſters; and cach of theſe maſters wi!!, 
upon a fair diviſion, have a couple of ſervants; ard 
there will be a fetu to ſpare. What would the Head 
of the Church ſay to theſe things e Sc what he 
has ſaid, Matt. xx. 25 to 28. Mark x. 42 to 45. 


Here you will obſerve, that Mr. C. by no means 


affirms, that the whole hundred do object to the peo- 
ple receiving the ſacrament, when they wilh for it, 
from the hands of their own preachers; No; this 
is very foreign to the truth, —Many of the firſt-rate 
abilities amongſt them are of too liberal ſentiments, 
to _y either the privileges of the goſpel! to the mem - 
bers of their ſocieties, or the rights of the Conference 
to their bretho.n in connexion. 

The Reſolutions of Conference in 1793 and 1794, 
reſpecting laying aſide ſuch eecleſiaſtical titles as 
Reverend, XC, as allo gowns, caſſocks, bands and 
ſurplices, are laudable indeed. Such ornaments 
being as unneceſſary for a AZethodift preacher naw, 
as for the apoſiles. 


AND 


HF ere let me remark, once. for all, that through the whole Addte fe, 
and Poſtſcript eſpecially, 1 have interwoven extracts from various 
Wijiers, without always mentioning fiom whence they were taken: — 
Some of them, indeed, are anonymous ;——however, 1 d not doubt bit 
they Will pardon the liberty I have taken. 
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AND NOW, my Dear BN ETUREN and Frs, I more 
particularly addreſs my ſelt᷑ to yo, Who fo rigidly contend for adherence 
to ſome: ing, which you are pleaſed to call IE OLD PTAN. You 
will obſerve, I have proved from abſolute facts, that Mr. Weſſey has 
frequently varied his eren plan, but the plan of jalvation, yielding to 
the openings of providence, and the good of the people. You well 
know, that the Methodiſt ſocieties conſiſt of three diſtinct clalies: 


Firſt, Thoſe, who regularly have attended Church. 
Second, Thoſe, who have been brought up Diſſenters. And, 


Third, Thoſe, who have been ſons of diſſipation, without any pro- 
feſſion of religion at all; and of whom, amongſt us, there is far the 
greateſt number, 


Now, I ſappoſe the regular Church people, with a few of the latter 
clat;, receive the ſacrament at Church; while almoit all the ſecond 


Clats, and a great majority uvfthe third, do not communicate at all. 


The queitioa now is, Is it, or is it not, a duty to putake of the 
ſacrament formewhere or other That it is enjoined in the ſcriptures, 
an. has been duly obſerved in every age down to the preſent, is a truth, 
which none can deny, Then, I beſcech you remernber, that ſo long 
as you ſhiauer the members of the Methodift ſocieties fiom partaking 
thereoſ—y:r:, and rc; they, are guilty of the neglect. 


Again, How can you be injured by our having preaching in 
Church hours; provided it be alfo continued in the mornings and 
evenings? It is o now'in many of the other large towns in the king- 
dom :—Ard how know you, but your oppoſition may hinder the 
ſalvation of fouls. I vbeicech you, my Friends, to coniider, whether 
your eys be ſfing!y directed to the glory of God; for the hour is at hand, 
when you and I muſt be brought to the bar of the Lord. 

Gracious God! Do thou ſearch our hearts as with candles. Try 
vs, and manifeſt every root of bitterneſs in our ſouls. Forbid it, O 
forbid it, that we ſhould be deceiving ourſelves ; that any thing ſhould 
deſtroy our fimplicity of ſpirit, and beteave us of the enjoyment of 
happineſs and peace. 


To you, my Dear Brethres and Companions, who are fzeking con- 


ſcientiouily to enjoy the privileges of the Goſpel, I muſt add a word 


of exhortation. Let neither menaces affrigbt you, nor wheedlings 
divert you, from purſuing, by every means lawtul to a Chriſtian, the 
odje ds in view. It is often the cuſtom of Providence, to try our fide- 
lity, before he grants us our wiſhes. As we believe, that we ſhould by 
the enjoyment of our privileges more glority Cod—let us remember 
duly to mention it in our tecret ſupplications. I hope, and I truſt, 
that we are ſolely i:fluenced herein by the deũre of getting more good 
for ourſelves and for others. t us ſuffer with patience, and be 
willing to bear the burden, as long as it ſhall pleaſe Cod that we 
ſhould ; and this, as Mr. Weſley ſomewhere obſerves, is the readicſt way 
to get rid of it: for HE can turn the hcarts of manlund like ther. vers of 
Water. 


May 


1 


* 


May this motto be itt about the tablets of cur hearts (J. er Ir 
c 


AbTE C9. N 0 and cautiov{ly beware, that ve do not erich the le aſt 
degree of lãtterneſs againſt any of our brethre 2, v no oppoſe themſelves 
S* a I 


tour Miches : and O may we be preſerved fi O71 all h. rdneſs ot heart, 


by. ding to the benign inf! ue nccs of the 15 $ 0 t tru? h 


it | 
a Let us never cif u! e with a y one about the equity of our cauſe; if 
; e can reaſ:n a fe moments in ccelreſs, it may te well; but if evi 
tne warmti of our mi nd. ſhould lead us on to a cents, we mall be 
in danger of . the ſpirit of Chriſk. Let us bear in 1 remembrar.ce 
that ze LAGS if tbe Lord. u. * Net fſorive, Ke. &c. (2 Tim. ii. 24.) 
and endeavour, as nuch as fe, to live peaceably with all men; 
an? tne God of peace will ve with us pe] zive us his blefling: I has 
hailing begun, 19 may we continue, and finally receive the bleſſed 
welcome Enter ye inte the jey of your iL rd. 


LEtrvs, 6th December, 1794. 
——___ 2 —ů—U 


As the Compolitor was working at the laſt lines of 278 Aedrofe, 
Mr. Confiierator's © Condia Anim. d dei fiors in Mfr Mews 
his former pamphlet, was put into my bands. Jam forty that 1 had 
not two days ſooner, as there ze many tliings In it, Which well de- 
ſerve ſome repienention. 

It ſeems aſtonifting that a perſon, who is bimſelf rs PertockP, 
ſhould inteeſt himfelr about us: but J believe his c reaſons for Io 
doing have been already manifeſted: — And as it not, that he wants 
us to ſerve his fgoritica! purpoles, he perhaps cates lictle what becomes of 
Methodiſm. 

He may be aſſured, that not all he can ſay, will have anv weight 
with us to induce us to Malgce e our conſciences If he would employ 
his abilities in :aving finners from damnation, and comend tor the 
Gim a- kingdom of Chriſt, he would be entitled both berc and hereafter 
to 2 better reward. 

We are, perhaps, as much attached as himſelf to the preſent form 
of government :—Qur ſentiments as a bog) have been fully made 
known by the Minutes of Conference for 1735 and 1794, and by Mei. 
Moore's and Bradburn's ſermons on the occation. 


We are allowed by cur Rulers to worſhip God as our conſciences 
direct; and are thankful and grateful for that indu!y gence.—We are 
united to the gd of every defcriptizn; And not al; che iophifer: v of 
man, nor the ſubtle: v of datan, can cver convince us, That the irre- 
li-ious and protane, WROreman zers and adulterers, drerkards and 


thieves, ſhould contizue mingled together in the viüble Church. 
Again e repeat 125 A * cen uten Hat: is ite ce ſe. 
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